FFM NEWS NOVEMBER 2022

Dates to Remember
November 1st All Saints’ Day
November 4th World Community Day
November 6th All Saints’ Day recognized in Worship
Communion, Brunch following Service
November 8th Election Day

The Church in the Community

November 11th Veterans Day
November 24th Thanksgiving
November 27 Advent Begins

With cooler weather making it’s debut,
hearty soups are on the menu each
Thursday !
11/3 Chicken Gumbo

Thursdays 11:30am-12:30. A time of gathering in
fellowship for delicious soup, bread and dessert !
Always conversation to share. The Mission Team
recently celebrated 18 years of service with the
Soup and Serenity program !
Resale Shop is open every
Saturday morning
9am to 1pm and every third
Friday 12-2pm. A variety of
items at affordable prices !

11/11 Minestrone
11/17 Ham and Split Pea
11/24 Thanksgiving Day
We hope you have a wonderful holiday !
Mark your calendars for your favorites !
*Food Pantry*Open
every third Friday of
the month from 12:302:30pm. The pantry
helped 28 people in
the community in Sept.
and continues to be a
blessing to those in
need.

Naomi Circle will meet November 9th at 1pm. Sherry Brewer will lead the group
with Lesson #7

Martha’s Circle meets second Wednesday of the month at
9:30am
Early Birds meet every Saturday morning at 8am in the Church
Parlor. Everyone welcome to join for fellowship and bible
discussion
Bible Study with Pastor Joaquin on Wednesday mornings 11:00-Noon. Studies will be
focused on Advent
******************************************************************************

Crafters on a Mission
The group will be meeting in the Board room on Saturday, November 12,2022. We
are finishing our work on projects for the children who live at the Carmlite Home in East
Chicago. Our projects include hats, scarves, and small blankets. In addition, we are finishing
small quilts for those residing at the Colonial Home in Crown Point so all can be delivered the
first of December.
Join us any time from 9a.m. to 1p.m. as we knit, loom knit and/or crochet. Come for
whatever amount of time you have. If you want to learn to knit or crochet, there are people
willing to assist you. It is our pleasure to help. Hope to see you on the 12th of November. If you
have questions, please Brenda Morgan at 219.730.5167 or Denise Bashore at 219.796.5299.
Mariners will be meeting on Nov 5th in the Parlor. Please contact the hosts, Ed and Bonnie
O’Brien for more information. 219.663.6350 or beobrien@sbcglobal.net

Thank you to the closed Westminster
Presbyterian Church of South Bend for sharing
some of your music with the First Presbyterian
Church of Crown Point ! The choir is looking
forward to the new music !

Session Summary
October12, 2022 Meeting –
Barbara J. Sales, Clerk of Session
Regular Session meeting business discussed:
 The Treasurer reported it is time to renew the mortgage in March. We are
still in good shape with our current budget, but winter bills will be coming
soon.
 We are changing to LED bulbs - there are approximately 800 bulbs in our
building. We will save about 60% of the cost with the NIPSCO rebate
program for the bulbs.
 Rich Guillemette has been busy replacing smoke alarms. Some were found
to be 20 years old and we needed to add several in the CE building.
 There is still work to be completed on two of the security cameras.
 The personnel team is working on the renewal of Pastor Lopez contract.
This has to be done with the current contract ending in December and in
light of the new recommendation of Presbytery.
 The Nominating Committee hopes to complete their work and have
requested the Annual Congregational Meeting for the purpose of
nominations/election of officers be December 11, 2022.
 The Worship Committee voiced concerns about the Christmas service since
Christmas falls on a Sunday. The last time this happened we only had a
Christmas Eve service.
 Mission continues with all their programs. Soup and Serenity celebrated 18
years of service. The shoe ministry has ended and they have conducted
another blood drive with the blood being sent to the Florida Red Cross.
 The Stewardship drive started in October and we would like to complete by
November 20th in time for the 2023 budget to be completed.
 Pastor Lopez is taking an Educational leave in November so the Session
meeting will be moved to November 16, 2022 and will take remaining
vacation time in December.

October Attendance and Giving

Monday 9:00am – 3:00pm
Tuesday 9:00am - 3:00pm
Wednesday 9:00am – 3:00pm
Thursday – 9:00am – 3:00pm
Friday 9am-3:00pm
(Closed for Lunch 12-1pm)
Phone: (219)663.2255
Staff
Pastor Joaquin Anabe Lopez
pastorjoaquin@fpc-cp.org
Phone 219-663-2255
Dawn Dal Santo
Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@fpc-cp.org
Sandy Boyd
Office Administrator
churchassist@fpc-cp.org
For any FFM or newsletter
information,
you can email the office administrator
Liz Washko
Organist/Pianist
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Mortgage - Our Building Fund pays the church
mortgage. Contributions to the Building Fund
are received separately from the General Fund.
The mortgage costs $18,960 each year or
$1,580 each month. If you can find it in your
heart to contribute to the Building Fund beyond
your committed estimated giving, it would help
enormously in paying the mortgage. As of
10/31/2022, the remaining principal
balance on the mortgage was $86,995.
With your continued support we could put the
mortgage to rest ! Thank you Congregation!

Church Website: www.fpc-cp.org
Facebook Page: FirstPresbyterianChurchCrownPoint
General Information
Please let the office know if you would like
your newsletter emailed to you.
Deadline 15th of the month for information

Please contact Barbara Sales for all prayer chain information. You can reach
Barbara at (219)663.1490 or email Barbara at dsbs@att.net. Names will stay
on the list for one month, if you need continued prayer, please call the office
to request to be kept on the list. Please continue to pray for those in past
concerns, our caregivers, our brothers and sisters in Christ who reside in nursing homes, in
skilled care, homebound, and those who ordinarily cannot worship with us. We also pray for our
troops, public servants, Healthcare Workers, and their families.

Deacons Card Ministry. You may know someone who needs words of
encouragement or support. Or perhaps, you know someone who has a
new grandchild or great-grandchild, or is having a special anniversary or
birthday (those big ones ending with a zero or maybe even two zeros at
the end).Deacons would like to send that person a special card and bring
words of encouragement, support and/or cheer. Let Janet Gray know
the person’s name and the purpose so a card can be sent. Contact Janet at (219)663.5261.

Your Stewardship Committee has begun its work. Your pledges and
commitments will help us properly plan and budget for next year.
Without them, we would be running blind. Once this process is
completed, we'll be able to better set a budget and plan for 2023.
With your prayerful help and consideration, we can continue to move
forward.
Historically, this congregation has been very generous in supporting
the church's mission and needs. When you receive your pledge card,
please pray on it and if you are able, consider increasing your pledge
as like everything else, our operating expenses have been increasing
and as the building ages, more repairs and maintenance issues tend to
come up. Our goal is to complete this year's pledge drive by November
20th, but the sooner you return your pledge, the sooner we can
establish our budget for next year. That budget will be detailed at
our spring congregational meeting focusing on our finances. Thank you
for your prayerful consideration.
Yours in Christ,
The Stewardship Committee

Thank you, God!
Every day we are given a different day in life. First, many of us turn the radio or television in the
morning to see how the weather will look like or check on our phones how good or bad the
weather will be. If the weather won’t be like we expect then probably we will dress accordingly
and say: “well, it will be a rainy day today; I won’t be able to do what I was thinking, I suppose
that can wait; well, what are we going to do, let us take it one day at the time; oh no it is going to
be miserable today. In any case, we rarely say: thank you God for this day!
People seem to be predisposed to bad news then respond accordingly. The news is focused on
bad news. Bad news is highlighted in newspapers. Television gives the highlights of what bad
things have been happening. We seem to be bombarded and focused on the bad things that
happen in our lives. Probably that is the reason why people feel uneasy, or moody sometimes.
When the world reminds us of all the bad things we are given, then we start to feel bad or
complain of all the bad things that happen in life. But as followers of Jesus, we are remined of
the things we should focus on.
A Jews morning prayer starts saying “I thank You, Adonai, for the rest You have given me
through the night and for the breath that renews my body and spirit.” The day starts with a
prayer of thanksgiving. The prayer recognizes the giver, Adonai, of whom rest, and life is given.
The prayer starts fresh and is not based on passed events but focuses on the gift that is given just
before the prayer, rest and breath, renewal of the body and spirit. The prayer of thanksgiving
opens the day to an opportunity of hope, “May I renew my soul with faith in You, Source of all
Healing.” Not hope in circumstances of life but in the Divine’s grace for healing and
restauration. What a blessing!
A Jewish rabi once mentioned that they are taught to bless all the time. So, the prayer continues:
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who renews daily the work of creation.
The prayer focuses on blessing. Blessing is part of worship not just communal worship but
personal worship as well. It is the recognition of who God is “Creator” and the Divine’s work,
intervention and action in the world and in our lives. What a way to start the day through
different seasons.
We are in fall season of beautiful and colorful given days of creation by our Creator. Yes, bad
things happen every day. But if we stop for a moment to appreciate what is given to us, we can
be reminded that though we experience weather changes, social and economic challenges we can
thank God every day for the blessing of life and its benefits. May Yahweh, the who I am, who
was, and the one to come bless us with thanksgiving in our hearts. Amen

Grace and peace, Pastor Joaquin
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2nd Ron Stuckert

22nd Allan Disantis

September

9th Rita Boss

25th Maureen Ghormley

Anniversaries !

11th Wally Webb

28th Glen Kirk

3rd Bill & Bonnie Vinovich

14th Debbie Akers

28th Gerald Trump

7th William & Amy
Strachan

14th Bob Waters
15th Fran Marek
15th Mary Ellen Trump
18th Randall Jones

27th David & Susan Savage

Passages for November Sermons
11/6 Luke 20:27-38
11/13 Guest Pastor
11/20 Col 1:11-20

Do you want more news about
what is happening in the
Presbyterian Church ? Follow
the link to learn more !
www.ourpresbytery.org

11/27 Advent Begins

We are getting closer to the holidays. Look for our Angel Tree the first
Sunday of November !

Angel Tree: This year the Deacons will be helping the St. Joseph’s Carmelite Home in
East Chicago, Indiana. The home provides a safe place for children in crisis for birth to
age 18. A child’s stay there often begins with a phone call, sometimes in the middle of
the night. The children, in most cases arrive with just the clothes that they have on. The
Carmelite Home is requesting gift cards to various place, such as Wendy’s, Dairy Queen,
McDonald’s, Target, Walmart, Strack’s and others. The purpose of the gift card is to allow the
child to go shopping and buy something that is theirs, as many of them have never been
shopping or out to eat. Keep an eye out for the tree, it will be up in November and all gift
cards will need to be returned by December 4th. Please give the gift cards to Brenda Morgan,
Amy Strachan or to the office.

Help our Tree of Hope bloom !
“Leaf” us your prayers, names of loved ones, your joys or your concerns. The leaves
will be collected each week and our prayer team will give individual attention to each
prayer leaf. Leaves will be returned to the tree with a check mark to let you know
your prayers were lifted up. Each week the team will offer prayers for your needs,
concerns, and joys. Please write your request on a leaf and hang it on the tree. May
you be blessed with the peace and comfort of the love of Christ !
******************************************************************
Thank you to everyone donated blood in October ! The American Red Cross was
thankful to report 32 pints of blood donated. The First Presbyterian Church of
Crown Point has always had a great tradition of a large turnout of donors ! Blood
drives are held every other month with the next month being December.

The Eagle Scouts used the Social Hall in October for a ceremony. They had close
to 200 people for their celebration ! First Presbyterian
Church is always grateful to have the space to offer to
groups like the Eagles and Scouts for their special events.
The Eagles sent a wonderful Thank You to the Church with
cookies !

A lot of busy work has been going on behind the scenes !
Damaged or missing ceiling tiles have been replaced
Smoke alarms have been updated or replaced
New LED light bulbs are being installed in the building !
Thank you Glenn, Edwin and Rich for your diligent work !

